John H. Francis Polytechnic High School

Instructional Strategy Mini-Lesson Template


Instructional Strategy Demonstrated: Cornell Notetaking 
Subject/Grade Level: World History/10th Grade
Lesson Objective:  Using Cornell Notes structure, students will categorize the lecture notes using the textbook as a resource and explain in their own words how ideology or religion played a role in the struggle for independence in one of the colonized regions.
Standard 10.4.4: Describe the independence struggles of the colonized regions of the world, including the roles of leaders, such as Sun Yat-sen in China, and the roles of ideology and religion.
Lesson Assessment: Lecture notes and revised notes with categories and summary; next day “open-note” quiz. Notes turned in with quiz.
Materials: World History textbook; sample notes
Activity Sequence: (Sequence of activity should be modeled for student using a previous lesson) 

1. Students instructed to draw Cornell Notes T-Graph on their paper.
2. Students take lecture notes, writing the notes on the right side of the graph; at this point, students do not complete the left side of the graph.
a. Teacher delivers lecture (15-20 minutes), telling students when they should be writing and stopping at appropriate points to allow students to catch-up on writing. (Any critical terms teacher should write on the board for clarification and spelling).
3. After lecture is complete, students get into pairs or group of three.
4. Students categorize their notes, using the textbook as a resource to help them determine the categories. 
5. Class review and discussion of the notes: using “cloze sentences” (see below), teacher facilitates a discussion of the notes.
6. In pairs or individually, students write an explanation of how ideology or religion played a role in the struggle for independence in one of the colonized regions.
7. Next day students take an “open-note” quiz using the notes generated in this lesson. These notes must be part of the quiz grade.
Cloze Sentences

· Cloze sentences can be used to teach and review content and content vocabulary. Students read a sentence that has strong contextual support for the content word (or vocabulary word) that has been omitted from the sentence. Possible words should be brainstormed and discussed why those particular choices don’t work, and then the correct answer is determined.

